Houston County Commissioners Meeting

May 20, 2014

Warner Robins, Georgia

The Houston County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 20, 2014 at the Houston County Annex in Warner Robins, Georgia with Chairman Stalnaker presiding and Commissioners McMichael, Walker, Thomson and Robinson present.  Also present were Director of Administration Barry Holland, Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar, Human Resource Director Ken Carter, Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews, Purchasing Director Mark Baker, Fire/HEMA Chief Jimmy Williams, Walton Wood, Robins Regional Chamber of Commerce member Jim Taylor, Jimmy Autry Senior Vice-President of Flint Energies, Executive Director of the Houston County Development Authority Angie Gheesling, Executive Secretary of the Houston County Development Authority Kimberly Black, Neal Rearden and wife Cindy, Sonny Watson and wife Jeanne, Houston County Development Authority Board members Neal Talton, Shaw Blackmon, Joe Brownlee and County Attorney Tom Hall.

Commissioner Walker led the audience in the Invocation.

Eagle Scout Alex Swaine led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance and spoke about his experiences in scouting.  He has been in the Boy Scouts from the age of six and is now eighteen years old.  During his time in the Scouts he has earned all 139 merit badges and 22 Eagle Scout Palms.
Alex’s father, Major Steve Swaine, United States Air Force spoke to the Board and detailed his 25 year military career.  He joined the service at the age of twenty after dropping out of college and looking for direction in his life.  He spent ten years in overseas duty assignments in both England and Turkey as a programmer before returning to the States and applying for Officer Training School.  Although he originally received training in the AWACS program, he went on to train with the J-Stars and came to Robins Air Force Base in 2001 as an Air Battle Manager.  He then received training in Florida as an instructor and came back to Robins in that capacity.  He stated that joining the military will change you and make you grow as an individual.  After returning from his overseas duty assignments he said that he felt an overwhelming pride in country.  He also mentioned that the Middle Georgia community wants the military here and that many military servicemen strive to be stationed at Robins Air Force Base.  He introduced his other son, Ben age 14, who just achieved Eagle Scout himself this week and introduced several other scout members and his sister-in-law.
Chairman Stalnaker introduced Mr. Neal Rearden who has stepped down from the 
Houston County Development Authority after serving 23 plus years. Mr. Rearden recently retired from his long career at Georgia Power.  Chairman Stalnaker commended Mr. Rearden for his exemplary service to the Authority striving to attract new industry and working toward growing existing industry.  The Chairman presented him with a few gifts of appreciation on behalf of the citizens of Houston County.

Mr. Rearden introduced the other Authority members in attendance including Mr. Joe Brownlee who was recently appointed by the Board to fill his position.  He also introduced his wife Cindy and his in-laws Sonny and Jeanne Watson.  He said he was thankful for the opportunity to serve and remarked that the quality of life, available real estate on rail and interstate, and the leadership of both the Development Authority and the Board of Commissioners were the keys to Houston’s successful past and future development.
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Vice Chair Neal Talton thanked Mr. Rearden for both his leadership and his friendship.  Mr. Blackmon and Mr. Brownlee also thanked him.  Executive Director Angie Gheesling thanked Mr. Rearden for his service and also commended the Board of Commissioners
for their process in selecting Development Authority members.  Kimberly Black thanked Mr. Rearden for his guidance over the years.

Chairman Stalnaker presented Mr. Sonny Watson with a small gift in recognition of his role in helping to establish an early voting precinct at the Old Houston Mall site and for his long-standing service to the community.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of May 6, 2014.
Chairman Stalnaker announced that there would be an executive session called for at the end of the meeting to discuss Attorney/Client matters.

Chairman Stalnaker presented two Georgia Small Business Lender Board appointments.  

Motion by Ms. Robinson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the reappointment of Mr. Kelly Hillis and Mayor Jimmy Faircloth to the Georgia Small Business Lender (GSBL) Board for additional three year terms.  Their terms will begin September 1, 2014 and expire on August 31, 2017.

A second reading and public hearing for an alcohol application for the Houston Lake Liquor Store was presented by Director of Administration Barry Holland.  The applicant was present but did not wish to speak.  There was no opposition.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve an Alcohol License Application submitted by Mr. Jagdish Patel for the Houston Lake Liquor store for the retail sale of beer, wine and liquor located at 1946 Houston Lake Road, Kathleen, Georgia.  

Motion by Ms. Robinson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign a driveway easement for the Carl Vinson Parkway widening project at the Carl Vinson Fire Station property.
Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Phoenix Center Community Service Board concerning the construction of a drive connecting the Phoenix Center Campus directly to Bear Country Boulevard.  Houston County Public Works will provide labor only as spelled out in the MOU Exhibit C.
Chairman Stalnaker commented that the Phoenix Center does a fantastic job in Houston County operating on what amounts to a shoe-string budget.  Mr. Walker commented that they do perform a valuable service to Houston County citizens in need.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign Change Order #1 (Final) on the Ammons Road Water System Improvement project with Griffin Utility Construction, LLC.  The original contract price of $234,976 is reduced by $12,440.20 to a final price of $222,535.80.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to concur with a City of Warner Robins annexation request for Tracts 1 through 15 as shown on a plat of survey by Ted Waddle, Sr. dated January 8, 2009 and revised on October 15, 2010.
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Mr. Walker thanked everyone involved for their efforts on the Long Street issue especially City Attorney Jim Elliott and County Attorney Tom Hall.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve the payment of the bills totaling $1,868,241.57.  

Chairman Stalnaker presented a request from Gay Wood Timber Company seeking access to property North of Dunbar Road and South of the Echeconnee Creek by way of the County-owned Right-of-Way for the planned Carl Vinson Parkway extension.  Chairman Stalnaker pointed out that it would be much better for the timber company to access the property this way instead of via Waterfront Way or Sullivan Road which are both residential streets.  The consensus from the Board was that the County would enter into negotiations with Gay Wood Timber Company and then bring back a proposed contract at a future Board meeting in 30 to 45 days. 
Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.

There being no public comments, the meeting was continued.

The Chairman then asked for comments from the Commissioners.

Chairman Stalnaker commented that the turnout for today’s election so far had been low.  Approximately 3,000 had early voted and he was expecting between ten and twelve thousand more today.

Mr. McMichael stated that he voted this morning and that it was not crowded at the time.

Mr. Walker thanked the Chairman and Mr. Sonny Watson for working out the arrangement moving early voting from the Annex building to the old Houston Mall facility.  The Houston Mall facility has much more room to accommodate larger crowds.

Chairman Stalnaker briefed the Board on the proposed FY15 budget.  Although the department heads kept their budget requests at or near last year’s levels, the budget is currently about $2.2 million out of balance.  The consensus of the Board is not to raise the millage rate, but rather balance the budget by means of cutting expenses.  The proposed budget will be available Wednesday at the Commissioner’s office for public viewing.
Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to enter into Executive Session for Attorney / Client matters as allowed by O.C.G.A. § 50-14-2(1).
Upon returning, Chairman Stalnaker re-opened the Commissioners meeting and announced that there would be no action taken as a result of the Executive Session.

There being no further comments, the meeting was continued.
Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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